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Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania, Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Ms. Codex 0198 


Description: ff. iii + 167 + iii - 18th-century calf binding - Formerly owned by Sir William Betham; sold at auction to 
Thomas Thorpe. Appears in Thomas Thorpe's 1830 catalog, no. 13952, and 1832 catalog, no. 831. Probably purchased by 
Henry Pelham Fiennes Pelham Clinton, fourth Duke of Newcastle, in the 19th century. Sold at auction in the third portion of 
the Clumber library of the late seventh Duke of Newcastle at Sotheby's, 6 Dec. 1937, lot 957, to a representative for Chas. 
]. Sawyer Ltd.. Sold by Chas. ]. Sawyer Ltd. (London), 1949 - Zacour and Hirsch, Catalogue of Manuscripts in the Libraries 
of the University of Pennsylvania to 1800, Philadelphia 1965, p. 49 (Ms. English 3). Stover, The Library Chronicle 16 (1949- 
1950), pp. 81-86 

Number of Parts: 1 - Number of Images Available: 0 

Direct Link: http: //ds.lib.berkeley.edu/Ms.Codex0198_27 


Language: Middle English Century: 15th 


Part 1: ff. iii + 167 + iii 
Description: - Parchment - 261 mm x 183 mm - 30 long lines ruled in ink 


Country: Cardinal point: 

Region: City: 

Assigned Date: s. XV* Searchable Date Range: 1400 - 1450 
Dated by scribe: No Inscribed Date: 

Document: Yes Number of Scribes: Single hand 


Script: Anglicana 

Figurative Decoration: Tilustrated with 11 delicate pen-and-ink drawings in the margin, depicting seven eyes opposite 
the seven "cleer sightes" for attaining the virtue of equity (f. 48r-v), a moneybag for avarice (f. 62r), a fish being hooked 
(f. 95r), and a worm (f. 113r), among others. 


Other Decoration: Illuminated border on f. lr in blue, magenta, green, and gold; with 91 illuminated initials in blue, 
gold, and magenta throughout text; Latin words within the text and Latin marginal notations are in red 


Notes: Latin 
Number of Texts: 1 


Text 1: ff. 1r-167v 

Title: Speculum vitae 

Language(s): Middle English 

Incipit: For hit is so that all mankynde in this world vys but in exile 

Notes: Prose version of the Speculum vitae, related to B. L. MS Harley 45 (according to E. V. Stover) 
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